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" On this subject I have only a few more words to say.   They relate to the-
permanent financial settlements which, with the approval of His Majesty's
Government, we have now concluded with the Provinces.    That measure lias
attracted a certain amount of natural and very temperate criticism, although
I gather that most of the Provinces recognise the substantial liberality which
animated it.    I wish, however, to put the matter to the Council in the light of
what I have just been saying.   If caution and economy are necessary in
Imperial finance,  they are equally imperative in the management of that
portion of the public funds which is under Proviiicial control.   But how the
Provinces are to help us effectively in the careful administration of our finances,
I cannot see unless their share of responsibility is definitely and permanently
fixed.   I regret that some of the Provinces should find the arrangement less
favourable to them than they had hoped,   I doubt if complete equality of
treatment would ever be attainable, and I can only give the assurance that my
Government has done its best to remove all substantial grievances.   Besides,
being an essential step towards the greater stability of Indian finance, the
permanent settlements confer a large measure of true decentralization; and I
feel sure that I may now call on the Provinces, as our partners in the work
of good government, to co-operate with us in that economy without which true
efficiency is impossible.

" Although it cannot be said that the matter to which I now wish to-
refer is dependent on the Budget at present under discussion, I would like-
to touch on the subject of the accommodation provided for the Supreme
Legislative Council, upon which a question was put some time ago by an
Hon'ble Member.

" It bas always appeared to me that the accommodation provided for this
Council is entirely inadequate and should be on a much more important and
dignified scale.   I sympathize entirely with the desire of the Hoa'ble Mr. Sinha
that a properly equipped Library attached to the Council Chamber should be
furnished to Hou'ble Members, where they could have access to books of
reference and other books of utility in debate.   There should also be Committee
rooms TV here groups could meet and confer with each other, which would
be very difficult to do here.   Further, it seems to me utterly impracticable and
absurd that during the session of the Council the work of the Government
of India should be practically at a standstill and paralysed by the fact that
the Secretaries of Government have to be present in Council even when the
affairs of their own Department are not under discussion.   This defect could
easily be remedied if in another Council 1 wilding each Secretary were provided
witiTa small room where he could, when not required in the Council Chamber,
continue to transact the business of his Department and yet be available
at a moment's notice for his duty as Member of the Legislative Council.   I
do not dilate upon the discomfort of this Council Chamber, especially during
some days of this month when the temperature was exceptionally high,   I think
we have all borne our burden and the heat of the day with fortitude and
resignation, but I do not know whether these will be constant qualities in the
future.   I greatly regret that the limitations of   Government House prevent
me from offering better accommodation to the Council; but although Govern-
ment House is a very fine and stately building, I had, during the visit of the
German Crown Prince, to lodge many of his suite in tents, and when Their
Majesties do me the honour of coming to Government House next winter, I
shall have to put the overflow under canvas tu the garden and possibly on the
Maidan.   I think therefore that Members of Council should consider whether
the tune has not arrived to discuss the question of finding a suitable site and of
building a new Council Hall more in accordance with the needs and dignity
of the Supreme Legislative Council.   To do so would of course cost money, and
it is with some hesitation that I make this suggestion with the watchful
eye of the Cerberus of the Finance Department upon me and with the pre-
diction ringing in my ears of a shrinking revenue in the future.   I feel,
however, that it is not merely a question of comfort, but of efficiency that is at
stake, and if such views as I have just outlined meet with the approval of
Hon'ble Members, I hope that at the next meeting of Council they will
favour the Government and Council with an expression of their opinions,   la